Benton County Agricultural Viability
Example Agricultural Viability Provisions in Voluntary Stewardship Work Plans
Based on Draft Chapter 3, Agricultural Context, Section 3.3 several agricultural viability concerns were
noted:


Adequate agricultural water rights and resources – Reliable water supplies that retain water rights
for agriculture now and in the future are important. Irrigation districts could potentially provide
monitoring and may contribute to stewardship work plans.



Adequate agricultural land resources base – increased development is a challenge for achieving
the agriculture and conservation goals of the VSP. Sprawl and orchard conversion are happening.
The cost of land is a problem. There is a need for succession planning. At the same time there is a
need to allow agriculture to expand. Where is agriculture the highest and best use? Where are
critical areas that cannot be compromised? Are there priority corridors that can be retained and
allow agriculture elsewhere? Often the corridors for wildlife are likely to be in areas that are not
suited for growing, e.g. due to slopes or poor growing conditions in ravines.



Reasonable regulatory standards (environmental and labor) – regulatory certainty is important
and there should be an avoidance of excessive regulations. The regulations should be science-based.



Adequate farm-to-market infrastructure – there has been vertical integration of production and
distribution. In the lower valley there is an issue with the amount of potable water for wineries and
processing plants. How many more plants can be sustained?



Adequate community support, technical assistance, and public education – sufficient resources
are needed.

Based on these concerns, the following could be developed into additional Agricultural Viability Aims,
beyond those included in Chapter 7 goals and benchmarks, which currently focus on the intersection of
agriculture and critical areas:


Promote adequate agricultural water rights and resources.



Protect and expand the agricultural land base.



Avoid excessive regulations and promote competitiveness.



Ensure there is adequate farm-to-market infrastructure including processing, distribution, marketing,
education, and research and development.

Are there other potential agricultural viability aims?
Do you have suggestions about tracking agricultural viability aims?
What incentives would you like to see in the Work Plan?
See compilation of example goals, incentives, and tracking measures in the State Agriculture Strategic
Plan and other County VSP Work Plans.
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WSDA Agriculture Strategic Plan
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State Conservation Commission Agriculture Viability Toolkit
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Chelan County VSP: Authorized 3/13/17
Suggested Agricultural Viability Aims:
Agricultural Viability Aims I through IV were identified in Tables 11-18 and are more specific to the
interface with critical areas. Aim V and Aim VI are also listed below and more broadly address the aim
of implementing conservation practices to avoid unnecessary regulations and are considered Priorities
for evaluation and implementation:
AG Aim-I.

Protect agricultural activities from geologic hazards such as erosion and landslides.

AG Aim-II.

Promote economical water, soil, pest, and nutrient management that maximizes produce quality.

AG Aim-III.

Protect orchards and vineyards from wildlife and pest damage.

AG Aim-IV.

Avoid water contamination, damage to crops, loss of livestock, increased susceptibility of livestock to
disease, and damaged farm machinery due to flooding.

AG Aim-V.

Promote the prevalence of conservation practices to help avoid unnecessary local critical area regulations.

AG Aim-VI.

Increase the viability of the agricultural industry in Chelan County.

Suggested Agricultural Viability Tracking Measures
Agricultural Viability Tracking Measures 1 through 4 were identified in Tables 11-18 and are more
specific to the interface with critical areas. Tracking Measures 5, 6, and 7 address the prevalence of
conservation practices and increasing agricultural viability through farm infrastructure and technical
assistance.
AG Track-1.
AG Track-2.
AG Track-3.
AG Track-4.
AG Track-5.
AG Track-6.
AG Track-7.

Increased agricultural crop production and economic value annually.
Designated agricultural land in Comprehensive Plan continues to be protected.
Water resources necessary for producers are available and reliable.
Producers have more regulatory stability in Chelan County.
On-farm and commercial storage, aggregation, and distribution services are available.
Necessary supplies, equipment, and other farm inputs are accessible and available.
Producers have access to farm business expertise, training, and practical research that advances farm
profitability and conservation.

Suggested Agricultural Viability Incentives and Activities:
Incentive-1

Priority funding set aside and made available by federal, state, and local sources to support VSP
Program participation by farmers and ranchers. Applications for conservation practices could
score higher for VSP participants such as through CCD, NRCS, and other agencies.

Incentive-2

Provide information to farmers and ranchers about available tax incentives for participating
agricultural producers.

Incentive-3

Seek new tax incentives by the state legislature that recognize VSP participation. Due to local tax
burden shifts when an incentive program is authorized by state law, carefully consider new tax
incentives.

Incentive-4

Promote VSP participation through recognition, branding for marketing purposes (such as
through farmers markets, CSAs, others).

Incentive-5

Ensure carbon taxes and cap and trade systems for greenhouse gas emissions do not apply to
agricultural activities.
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Incentive-6

Ensure the County Comprehensive Plan, capital investments, and zoning code provide strong
support for agricultural infrastructure that may be located within urban areas, such as packing
houses, etc.

Incentive-7

Promote Comprehensive Plan Policies and regulations that support agricultural operators to
keep land in farming. Evaluate allowances for agricultural accessory uses or homes for
agricultural operators; for example consider where homesteading in County code can be made
more flexible.

Incentive-8

Consider alternative alignments for recreational trails to avoid abutting farmers and ranchers.

Incentive-9

Evaluate appropriate densities and site planning for rural residential or urban residential uses
that abut designated agricultural lands to minimize interface, protect necessary agricultural
practices, and reduce pressure for agricultural conversion.

Incentive-10

Establish an agricultural viability committee that can advise Chelan County and other agencies
on measures to promote the agricultural economy.

Incentive-11

Explore a “farmbudsman” program where farmers and ranchers can obtain objective and
comprehensive advice on federal, state, and local laws that affect agricultural activities, e.g.
water rights.

Suggested Agricultural Viability Outcomes for Information Tracking:

Based on implementing Agricultural Viability Aims, Incentives, and Activities, the following desired
outcomes will be tracked (Outcomes 1-3 were identified in Tables 11-18):
Outcome-1 Increased agricultural crop production and economic value annually. See Section 3.1 for baseline as of VSP
Work Program.

Outcome-2 Designated agricultural land in Comprehensive Plan continues to be protected.
Outcome-3 Water resources necessary for producers are available and reliable.
Outcome-4 Producers have more regulatory stability in Chelan County.
Outcome-5 On-farm and commercial storage, aggregation, and distribution services are available.
Outcome-6 Necessary supplies, equipment, and other farm inputs are accessible and available.
Outcome-7 Producers have access to farm business expertise, training, and practical research that advances farm
profitability and conservation.
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Grant County VSP: Draft Work Plan 1/17
Grant County’s Draft VSP Work Plan identifies regional and local elements of agricultural viability, and
includes a SWOT analysis.
Agricultural Viability – Regional Elements
Concept
Stable and secure agricultural land base
Infrastructure and services
Support for best farm management practices
Education, training, and succession planning
Welcoming business environment

Market trends/viability

Detail
Land conversion
Stable water rights
Utilities/irrigation
Market access/transportation
Economically viable solutions
Balanced approach
Apprenticeships/training
Interconnectivity with end users
Stable regulatory environment
Partnership-based environmental protection
Changing livestock and commodity prices can affect the number
of producers that support economy
Value added measures to make products more marketable

Agricultural Viability – Farm Elements
Concept

Detail
Energy (power, fuels)

Reduce input costs

Chemicals
Labor
Soil health

Maintain/enhance land production capacity

Water systems and moisture management
Nutrient management
New technologies
Changing land in production

Flexibility to respond to market conditions

Individual schedule for implementing farming practices
Cropping choices

Incentives
Managed farmland conversion
“No surprises” regulatory environment
Protect private property rights
Environmental variation

Payment for measures
Tax breaks
Urban development
Maintaining resource lands
CWA, CAA, ESA, and others
County permitting (drainage and other requirements)
Recognizing and respecting rights
Rainfall, temperature, and other environmental factors can affe
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Grant County SWOT Analysis
Strengths

Weaknesses

 Reliable water source from the Columbia River
 Reliable climate (dry fall weather)
 Strong infrastructure
 Transportation access (air, rail, interstate)
 High-speed Internet access
 Abundant, cheap electricity

 Reliance on export of products
 Incentivizing younger generations to farm
 High land prices
 Distance from large market centers

 Diverse agricultural support industry
Opportunities

Threats

 Agricultural processing facilities closer to producers
 Expanding into the vegetable market
 Vertical integration of individual farms
 Education opportunities for new ideas
 New technologies such as precision agriculture
 Big Bend Community College

 Loss of small-size producers
 High capitol producers coming from California
 Land conversion and rising land prices
 Groundwater shortage

 Eco Marketing
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Thurston County VSP: Approved Work Plan 3/17
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Vermont Farm to Plate Goals and Indicators
In 2009, Farm to Plate Investment Program legislation was signed into law and tasked the Vermont
Sustainable Jobs Fund (VSJF) with the creation of a ten year Farm to Plate Strategic Plan to:


increase economic development in Vermont’s farm and food sector;



create jobs in the farm and food economy;



improve access to healthy local food for all Vermonters.

The plan has detailed goals and metrics. It can be found here: http://www.vtfarmtoplate.com/plan/.
Selected goals are listed below as they relate to some of the common issues in Washington – land,
infrastructure, etc.
Goal 4: Options for farmers to reduce their production expenses will be widely disseminated and
utilized.
Goal 5: Agricultural lands and soils will be available, affordable, and conserved for future
generations of farmers and to meet the needs of Vermont’s food system.
Goal 6: Farms and other food system operations will improve their overall environmental
stewardship to deliver a net environmental benefit to the state.
Goal 9: The majority of farms will be profitable.
Goal 11: Vermont’s food processing and manufacturing capacity will expand to meet the needs
of a growing food system.
Goal 12: A sufficient supply of all scales and types of on-farm and commercial storage,
aggregation, telecommunications, and distribution services will be available to meet the needs of
increasing year-round food production and consumer demand.
Goal 19: Business planning and technical assistance services will be highly coordinated, strategic,
and accessible to Vermont’s food system businesses.
Goal 20: Food system entrepreneurs and farmers will have greater access to the right match of
capital (grants, loans, mezzanine debt, equity, loan guarantees, leases, and incentives) to meet
their financing needs at their stage of growth and for their scale of business.
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